
Every day, thousands of us drive, fly, and 
ship goods across America’s largest city—a 
sprawling 875 square mile network of roads, rails, 
ports, and runways that keeps the First Coast 
connected. But how well is Jacksonville planning 
for its transportation future? 

To help us explore that ques-
tion, the First Coast Tiger Bay 
Club welcomes Hampton Ray, 
Manager of Outreach for the 
North Florida Region at At-
kinsRéalis, who consults for the 
Florida Department of Trans-
portation (FDOT). Hampton 

also serves as FDOT’s spokesperson and media 
liaison for District 2, which covers 18 counties 
across northeast and north central Florida. 

In that role, Hampton guides FDOT’s com-
munication strategy and leads a team supporting 
more than $2 billion in infrastructure invest-
ments across Duval, St. Johns, Clay, Nassau, 
Putnam, and Baker Counties. His work blends 
planning, engineering, and environmental stew-
ardship—tackling everything from road safety and 
construction priorities to balancing the constant 
tug-of-war between new projects and mainte-
nance needs. 

Major undertakings like the I-95 widening 
project, a $247 million effort, often spark ques-
tions about costs, neighborhood impacts, and 
how Jacksonville will adapt to the next phase of 
growth. And then there are the big-picture chal-
lenges like preparing for mass evacuations (e.g., 

hurricanes or even a Zombie Apocalypse), plan-
ning for the future of electric and autonomous ve-
hicles, etc. 

Before joining AtkinsRéalis, Hampton 
served in Washington, D.C. as a Legislative Aide 
to former Senator Marco Rubio, representing the 
Senator on the Senate Commerce Committee, 
which oversees national transportation policy. A 
proud Jacksonville native, he holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Political Science from the University of 
North Florida and a master’s in Mass Communi-
cations from the University of Florida. Outside of 
work, Hampton is active in the community as a 
Cub Scout Den Leader and serves on the Board 
of Trustees for Fort Caroline Baptist Church. He 
and his wife, Jessica, live on Jacksonville’s 
Southside with their two sons, Asher and Corbin. 

Join us on Thursday, November 21, as we 
take a closer look at transportation issues shap-
ing Jacksonville’s future. Learn about plans for 
the First Coast Expressway, upcoming bridge 
maintenance and replacement projects, strate-
gies for reducing railroad crossing delays, and 
updates on bike paths, electric vehicle charging 
stations, public transit, and driverless cars. 

Bring your questions for what promises to 

be an enlightening and engaging discussion 

about how the First Coast moves and grows. 
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FIRST COAST TIGER BAY CLUB meets for lunch every month, except June, July and 

December, on the 3rd  Friday at 11:30 at The River Club, 1 Independent Drive, 

34th Floor. Cost for the event, which includes the wonderful buffet and parking, is 

$30 for Members and $35 for Non-Members.  
 

                   Reservations are  required:  E-Mail: fctigerbay@gmail.com 

Reservations are REQUIRED.  Please RSVP by  

Monday Nomber17, 2025 

 E-mail: fctigerbay@gmail.com . 

The First Coast Tiger Bay  Club is a multi-partisan political and civic 
forum designed to explore crucial issues of the day by interacting with 
outstanding speakers in an open format. The club is non-partisan, never 
supports particular candidates, nor take sides on issues. 

The First Coast Tiger Bay Club is a multi-partisan political forum that promotes 
free and open debate but does not support any candidates or issues. 
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