
There’s a New Public Defender in Town 
January 19, 2018 

      We begin 2018 at First 
Coast Tiger Bay with a re-
view of the new Public De-
fender’s first year. Charlie 
Cofer won for this position in 
the Fourth Judicial Circuit that 
includes Duval, Clay and Nas-
sau counties with a dramatic 
defeat of an incumbent.  With 

no Democratic candidate and the presence of a so-
called “write in” one for the 2016 general election, the 
final outcome was to be determined in the August Re-
publican primary. Cofer won with 75% of that vote in 
the Fourth Judicial Circuit (and 78% in Duval County).  
Before this victory he had a nearly four-decade career 
in the criminal justice system both as an attorney and a 
judge as well as community leader.  
      Born in Radford, Virginia, Cofer was the son of a 
Methodist minister and a high school chemistry teach-
er. He graduated magna cum laude in 1974 from Duke 
University with a Bachelor's degrees in both Political 
Science and Zoology and earned a law degree from the 
University of Virginia in 1977 before beginning his 
career at the law firm of Mahoney, Hadlow & Adams.  
In 1980 he became an assistant Public Defender under 
Lou Frost where he handled thousands of cases and 
served more than 18 years including 10 years in the 
Homicide Division and became an expert in death pen-
alty cases. He was the Fourth Judicial Circuit Repre-
sentative to the Death Penalty Steering committee of 
the Florida Public Defenders Association for three 
years.  

      Mr. Cofer next became a county judge for 17 years 
where his services included Felony Division Chief, 
Juvenile Division chief, chief of County Court and 
chief of Circuit Court during his tenure. As a county 
judge he presided over 100,000 cases including 75,000 
criminal ones.  He was appointed by the Governor to 
fill a Duval County Court vacancy in 1998 and elected 
without opposition in 2000, 2006, and 2012.  
      His other public services include being a founding 
member of the Northeast Chapter of the Florida Asso-
ciation of Criminal Defense Attorneys, was twice se-
lected by fellow judges as Duval County Court Admin-
istrative Judge, named "Jurist of the Year" in 2011 by 
the local chapter of the American Board of Trial Advo-
cates, and chosen by the Florida Supreme Court to 
mentor new judges. As a community leader Mr. Cofer 
served as PTA Dad's Club President at Hendricks Ave-
nue Elementary School, graduated from Leadership 
Jacksonville (2000), taught Sunday school at Southside 
United Methodist Church, was a former president of 
both the Pastoral Counseling Center and the River City 
Swim League. He was President of the San Jose Coun-
try Club Board of Governors and also volunteers at 
Sulzbacher Homeless Center. Charlie is a devoted hus-
band, father and active community leader.  
      We invite you to join our 2018 inaugural program 
involving a dialogue with the Public Defender. How 
have his major personnel changes impacted the Public 
Defender’s office?  What additional changes does he 
expect and where are the biggest challenges? What is 
the future of criminal justice? We hope to see you Jan-
uary 19th. 
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Due to parking issues at the River Club, the January 19th First Coast Tiger Bay Club Forum 
will be held in the DuPont Room at the Epping Forest Yacht and Country Club. 
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October Straw Poll Results 
(n = 34) 

1 - How much did you know about the history of Jacksonville consolidation before today?   

A lot  – 38% Some – 44% Very little – 18% 

2 - How much do you think the legacy of consolidation influences how Jacksonville functions today? 

Total – 23%   A lot – 59% Not much – 18% 

3 - Do you think the challenge of “rejuvenating” downtown is left over from issues from before consolidation? 

Largely – 18%  Somewhat – 50% Not much – 24%  None - % 

4 - The following areas were seen as short-falls by Rinaman in 2013.  Select the area you think there has been the best progress since 
then.  

2% - Continuity of long term plans between Mayors  

15% - Growth management  

9% - High Council and School Board salaries leading to less qualified people spending too much time 

                       micromanaging  

18% - Traffic and public transportation  

15% -  Downtown development  

15% -  Pension liabilities 

26% - Don’t know 

          Don Moore                    Jim Rinaman  
          Board Member,                          October Speaker 
The First Coast Tiger Bay Club         

October Meeting 
 

Time to Renew Your Tiger Bay Dues 
for 2018 

 

The dues for 2018 will remain the same as last year.  (Application 
attached as a separate document) 

 
           $295 for full year (Must be paid by the end of January).  

$100 for dues and $25 for each meeting attended 

        Student: $20 dues and $20 for each meeting attended  


